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State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
JOURNAL OF THE
 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
 
Providence, Rhode Islallll November 3 , 1965 
The Conven t ion was ca l led to order by Mr. Dennis J. Roberts, 
Chairman, at 7:45 P oM o 
INVOCATI ON 
The Cha i rman presented Father Walter J. Heath , O.P . , Chaplain 
of Prov idence College , Pr ov i d e n c e , fo r t h e purpose of g i ving the 
Invocation. The I nv oc a t ion was g i v e n . 
~he roll o f delegates was c a l l e d ; there were 67 present, 33 
absent. A quo r um was p r e s e n t . 
Absent .ees were Mr. Appolonia, Mrs. Barber , Messrs. Beauchemin, 
Belhumeur, Br ide, Chili~p ion , Mi s s Colaneri, Messrs. Coleman, Corcoran, 
Deciantis, Dy l , Dodge, Fa nn i n g of Cumberland, Feeney, Fontaine, 
Mrs. Foster, Jl1essrs. ' a l l agh e r , Gallogly, Gmelin . Jordan, Kiernan, 
Mrs. Lacroix, Messrs. LaFrance, Lalla, LaSalle, Martin, Merolla, 
Moon, Mulligan, Ricci, SaoBento, Sherry and Stapleton. 
On nomination of Mr. DiLuglio, seconded by Messrs. Murphy of 
Tiverton and Cochran, Mr. Ernest A. Foster was elected Secretary Pro 
Tem in the absence of the Secretary of the Convention, unanimously. 
The Cha i rma n welcomed as a guest at the Convention a visiting 
newspaperman from Japan , Mr. Akira Yasukochi of the Fukunichi News­
paper , Fukuoka c i ty . 
On mo t i on o f Mr . Wexl e r , seconded b y Mes s r s . Chaharyn, Cote and 
; )o l b a s h i a n , the r ead ing of the Journal o f the prev ious day was dispensed 
on a voice vo te. 
On motion of Mr . Co ch r a n , t h e d e l eg a t e s extended to Father Heath 
a ris ing vote of appreciation for his kindness in giv i ng t h e Invocation. 
REPORTS OF STANDTNG COMMITTEES 
Mr . Mu r r ay , f o rt-h e Commi t. tee on Rules and Credentials, reported 
back that t h e Committee r ecommend ed adoption of the f o l l owi ng resolution: 
Resolut i on No . 18 , Substitute A 
The Re s o l u tion was read. 
ou rna l of t he cons t i .t u t i on 1 Convent i o n November 3, 1965 Page 2 
On mo t i o n o f Mr . Mu r r ay , s e c o .d e d by Me s s r s , Coo ney, Pickard, 
Do l b ashia n J Wi l l e y a nd wex l.ex, t.h e resolution wa s a d op t e d on a 
dLv i.s Lo n v o t e , 6 ~ de l e g e s vo t i ng i n t h e af f i rma t i v e a nd 1 delega t .e 
voti ng i n t h e . e g a t.i v . 
Nr. Mu r r a y g f or- t h e Commi t tee on Ru l e s and Cr e d ent.:ials j reported 
bac k t ha t t .rie Commi tte e r e c omme nded a dop t i o n of the f o l l owing resolution: 
Resa, u tian No . 2 3 
1'h e r'e a o Lu t .Lo n was r e a d , 
On mo t i o n o f Mr, Mu rray , seconded b y Me s s r s . Cooney, Pickard, 
Murphy o f Ti v e r ton and Lawr e nce: t he r e s o l u t ion wa s adopted on a 
d i v i s i o n v t e l 60 de l egat es v o t i rlg i n t .e a f f i rma t i v e a nd 2 delegates 
voting in the r e g a t .i v e . 
Mr s . we b ste r , f o r t h e Commi t t e e o n t h e Ex ~cu t ive Dep a r t me n t , 
reporte d b a ck t h a t , a f t e r a duly advertise d p ul:: l ic h e a r i ng was held 
th.e r e on , b y a v o t e o f 9 t o 0 , t h e Commi t t e e r-e c omme nde d adoption 
o f th.e f ol l owi ng p ropos al ~ 
propos a l 1.\]"0 . 39 "Gov e r nme n t Du r i ng Ernerg'ency" 
'I'he p r oposal and r e p o rt were a ccepted , referred t o t .he Committee 
of the Wh o l e and p l a c e d on the Genera l Or ders. 
Mr s . Web s t e r , f o r the Committee on the Executive Department, 
r e p o r t e d b a ck t h at , a f ter a duly a dvert.i s e d p ub lic hea r i ng was held 
t h ere on , b y a vo t e o f 9 to 0 I t.he C(:mrai t j-. s 8 r ecomme nded adopt ion of 
t he f o l l ow i ng p r op osa l : 
Pr oposa l No . 55 t ~ =-. ine o f Suc ces sion t o Gove r norship " 
l 'h e p r opos a and r e po r t we r e acc e p t e d , re ~ : e I: :r:ed to t h e Commi t t e e 
of the WhoLe a nd l a c e d on t h e Ge n e r a l Or de r s . 
Mr s . Web s t e r , f o r t h e Commi t t e e on t h e Exe cut ive Dep a r tme n t! 
repo r t e d b - ck t h a t , a : t e r a d u l y adve rti s e d pub l i c h ear i nq was held 
t:h e r e on , by 3. vo e o f 9 t o 0 g the Commi t t e e did no t recommend t h e 
f o l l owi ng p ropo s a l~ 
Pr o o sal No . 103 "Ge n e r al Off':' c ers " 
The p r opos a l a nd repo r t we r e a c c e p t ed , r e f erred to the c ommi t t e e 
of the Who l e a nd plac ed o n t he Ge ne r a l Orders. 
Mr s . Webs t e r , f o r the corruni t t e e o n the Exe c u t ive Dep rtme n t , 
rep or t e d b a ck t h a t , a f t e r a du l y a dve r t i sed p ub l i c h e a r i ng was h e l d 
t h e reo n, y a vo t e of 9 to 0 , t h e Commi t tee d i d no t recommend the 
fo l lowi ng p roposal ~ 
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Pr o os a l ~o . 150 "Ex e cuti.ve Power" 
Th e p r oposa l a nd report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole a nd p l a c e d on the General Orders. 
Mrs . Webs t er , for the Committee on the Executive Department, 
reported b ack that , by a vot.e o f 9 to 0, the Committee did not recommend 
the following p r op o s a l; 
Propo s 1 No . 1 74 "Use of M.otor Vehicle Tax Revenue" 
The proposal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 
Mr s . web s t er , for the Committee on the Executive Department, 
reported back t h a t , by a vote of 8 to 1, the Committee did not recommend 
the following propo s al ~ 
Proposa l No. 175 "Prote c tion of Salt Water Resources" 
The p roposal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole a nd placed on the General Orders. 
Mrs. Webster, for the Committee on the Executive Department, 
reported back that , by a vote of 9 to 0, the Committee did not recommend 
the following proposal~ 
proposal ~TO. 182 II Interest!l 
The propo sal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 
Mr . Kag a n , for the Committee on Elections and Right to vote, 
reported b a ck t hat , after a duly advertised public hearing was held 
thereon , b y a vo t e of 12 to 0, the Committee recommended adoption 
of the f o l owi ng proposal ~ 
propo s a l No . 34 - Sub s t i t u t e A "Of Qualifications for Office" 
Th e prop o sal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 
M.r. Kagan , f er the Committee on Elections and Ri ght t o vote, 
reported back that , after a duly advertised public hearing was held 
thereon, by a vote of 13 to 0, the Committee did not recommend the 
following proposal~ 
Propo_s~.l No . 92 "Secretary of state" 
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The proposal and report were accepted , referred to the Committee 
of the Who l e and placed on the General Orders. 
Mr. Kagan, for the Committee on Elections and Right to Vote, 
reported back tha t the Committee recommended recommittal to the 
Committee on Leg i s l a t i ve Department, with a memorandum attached, 
of the following proposal~ 
Proposal No. 18 6 "Of The Senate" 
The proposal and report were accepted, referred to the Committee 
of the Who l e and placed on the General Orders. 
INTRODUCTION OF PRO?OSALS 
The Chairman announced receipt of the following proposal: 
Proposal No. 187, offered by Mr. Fanning o f Cumberland, entitled 
"Of Amendments ". 
The proposal was read by title and referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions. 
GENER-A.L ORDERS 
Mr. DiLuglio, seconded by Messrs. Dolbashian, Cochran, Dr. Parrillo 
and Mr. Murphy of Tiverton, moved that the Convention resolve into 
a Committee of the Whole upon the General Orders of the Day. 
The motion prevailed on a voice vote. 
{Fo r Journa l of the Committee of the Whole , see appendix, this 
.rournaL; ) 
Upon the r ising of the Committee of the Whole, the Chairman again 
called the Convention to order. 
ADJOURNMENT 
At lO~13 PG~1., on motion of Mr. Murray , seconded by Messrs. 
Wexler and Cannon , the Convention adjourned to meet on Monday, November 
8 , 1965 at l~OO PeM. in t h e Chamber of the House of Representatives 
at the State House , on a vo i c e vote. 
August P. LaFrance 
Secretary 
Constitutional Convention 
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A P PEN D I X 
Journal of the c ommit t e e of the Who le November 3 , 1965 
Upo n t.h e r eso .J..v i ng of t h e Convention into a committee of the Whole, 
the Cha irman called the Committee o f the Whole to order. 
GENERAL ORDERS 
Th e Committee o f the Whole proceeded to consider and act upon the 
Genera l Orde rs of the Day. 
proposal No . 152 "La nd Court" 
{The Commi t.t e e on Judiciary does not recommend.) 
The proposal was read. 
On motion of Mr. Ch ah a r yn , seconded by Mr. Cooney, the Committee 
of the Whole r ecommended rejection of the proposal, on a division 
vote , 63 d e l egates voting in the affirmative and a delegates vo t i ng 
in the negative. 
Propo s a l No . 1 52 "Di s t r i c t Court" 
(The Commi ttee on Judiciary does not recommend.) 
The prop o sal was read. 
On mot i on of Mr. Chaharyn, seconded by Mr. Cooney, the Committee 
of the Whole recommended rejection of the proposal, on a division 
vote , 63 d e legates voting in the affirmative and a delegates voting 
in the negative. 
Proposal No. 166 ",Tud i c i a l Power 1I 
(The Committee on Judiciary does not recommend.) 
The p r oposal was read. 
Mr. Manning , seconded by Mro Pickard, move d that the Committee 
of the Who ~e recommend adoption of the proposal. 
The motion was debated . 
On a division vo t e t h e motion fai led of passage, 12 delegates 
voting in t h e affirmative and 49 delegates voting in the negative. 
propos a l No . 167 "Judicial Power" 
(The Commi t t e e on Judiciary does not recommend.) 
The proposal was read. 
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Mr. Manning , seconded by Mr. pickard, moved that the Committee of 
the Whole r ecommend adoption of the proposal. 
The motion was debated. 
On a d i v is ion vote the motion failed of passage, 4 delegates 
voting i n the affirmative and 60 delegates vo ting in the negative. 
Proposal No . 10003 "Leg a l Remedy" 
(The Committee on Judiciary does not recommend.) 
The propo s a l was read. 
On mot i o n of ~r . Cooney, seconded by Messrs. Matzner and Murray, 
the Committee of the Whole recommended rejection of the proposal, on 
a division vote , 64 delegates voting in the affirmative and 0 dele­
gates voting in the negative. 
Proposal No. 36 " Imp e a chme n t s " 
(The Committee on Judic iary recommends recommittal to the Committee 
on the Legis lative Department.) 
The proposa l was read. 
On motion of Mr . Cooney, seconded by Mr. Cochran, the Committee of 
the Whole recommended that the proposal be recommitted to the Committee 
on the Legislative Department, on a voice vote. 
proposal No . 21_ " El e c t i o n of General Officers" 
(Th e Commit tee on Elections and Right to vote recommends the 
adoption . 
The proposal was read. 
Mr. Coch r an, seconded by Mr. Kagan, Mrs . Pell, Messrs. Viall, 
Bizier, Foster , Do lbashian, Vacca, IJawrence and DiLuglio, moved that 
the Committe e o f the Whole recommend adoption of the proposal. 
The motion was debated. 
Mr. Gates, seconded by Messrs. Pickard and Nathanson, offered the 
following written mo t i o n to a~end g 
"I move that t he proposal be amended by striking out the words, 
'Secretary of St a t e ' and 'General Treasurer'.!l 
Robert B. Gates 
Mr. Cochran, recognized on a point of order, submitted that the 
amendment was not in order because it would so change the proposal 
as to constitute an entirely new proposal. 
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The Ch a i rma . ru l e d that the amendment was not so subst.antial a 
change as t o amoun t t o a n ew p r oposa l and was , t h e r e f o r e , in order. 
Th e mot ' n to amend was read o 
Th e ma t i n wa s debated, 
Mr. Cochr a r. , s e c onde d by Messrs. Bizier, Viall ,Wrenn, Kagan, 
Cunningham . Chah aryn, Prince and Cannon, moved tha t the motion to 
amend be l a id on the t ab l e . 
On a d i vi s ion vote the motion prevailed , 51 d e l e g a t e s voting In 
the affirmat ive and 12 delegates voting in the negative. 
The mot i o n to recommend adoption of the proposal was further 
debated. 
On a divi sion vote , t he Committee of the Whole recommended adoption 
of the proposa l , 55 de l egates voting in the affirmative and 11 delegates 
voting in t he negative. 
Proposa l No . 47 "Municipal Elections" 
(Th e Commi ttee on Elections and Right. to vote recommends the 
adopt i.on . I 
The proposal was read. 
Mr. Kagan , seconded by Messrs. Viall, Wrenn, Prince, cote, Foster, 
Cochran and Lawr enc e , moved that the Committee of the Whole recommend 
recommittal o f the proposal to the committee on El e c t i on s and Right 
to Vote. 
The mot i on was debated . 
The mot '::' cn prevailed on a voice vote. 
propo s al No . :L80 "Pr op e r t y Qualifications" 
(The Commi t t e e on Elections and Right to Vote does not recommend.) 
The proposal was r ead. 
On motion of Mr . Kagan, seconded by Mr. Lawrence , Mrs. Pulner, 
Messrs. Warren , Cochran , Mr s . Hager , Messrs. Prince and Viall, the 
Committee o f t h e Whole recommended rejection of the proposal, on a 
division vote , 59 delegates voting in the affirmative and 0 
delegates voting in the negative. 
Pr op o s a l No . 27 -Sub stitute A "Of Suffrage" 
(The committee on El e c t i on s and Right to Vote recommends the 
adoption o f the Substitute Proposal.) 
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The proposal was read? 
section 1 (a) of the proposal was read. 
Mr o Kagan, s e c o nde d by Mr. Viall , moved that the Committee of 
the Whole recommend adoption of of Section 1 (a). 
Mr. Gates, seconded by Messrs. Gorham of Foster, Nathanson, 
Willey, Gammino, Bizier, Viall, and Foster, offered the following 
written motion to amend: 
"I move that Section 1 (a) of the Committee on Elections and 
Right to vote Suffrage Proposal be amended so as to read "o f 
the age of 21 years r instead of 'of the age of 20 years'." 
Robert B. Gates 
The motion was read. 
The motion was debated. 
On a division vote the motion to amend prevailed, 45 delegates 
voting in the affirmative and 20 delegates voting in the negative. 
Mr. Dolbashian, seconded by Mrs. Pulner, Messrs. DiLuglio, Warren, 
McKiernan and Pickard, offered the following written motion to amend: 
"I move that portion of Section 1 (a) - line 2 - of Proposal #27, 
substitute A be amended to read 'age of 18 years'." 
Edward M~ Dolbashian 
The motion was read. 
The motion was debated. 
On a division vote the motion failed of passage, 15 delegates 
voting in the affirmative and 45 delegates voting in the negative. 
Mrs. Pell , seconded by Mrs. Hager, Messrs. Warren and Toolin, 
offered the following written motion to amend: 
"I propose the following amendment to Proposal No. 27-Substitute 
A. Substitute in the third line of Section 1 (a) the word 
'three ~ for the word 'six'."
 
Nuala O'D. pell
 
The motion was read. 
The motion was debated. 
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On a d i v is i on ·ot e t h e mo t i on did no t p e v a i l , 23 delegates 
voting .in the af f irmati v e and 37 delegates vo t Lnq in the negative. 
Mr. Co o ne y , s e c onded by Me s s r s . Gates , Gor~am of Foster , Murray 
and Mrs. Web s t e r, o f f ere d the fol lowing wr i t t e n motion to amend: 
"I mov e t o ame nd section 1 (a) by inserting in Line 3 after
 
the word °mon t hs' where it first appears in said line, the
 
words 'next pre c e d i ng the time of vot.ing'. "
 
John P. Cooney, Jr. 
The motion was read, 
On a divi sion vot.e, the motion p r evai led , 62 delegates voting in 
the affirrna t. i.ve a n d 0 delegates voting in the negative. 
Mr. o o rham of Foster , s e conded by Messrs. Lawrence, Nathanson, 
Kagan and Mrs. Pell , offered the following written motion to amend: 
"I move to amend Proposal 27, Substitute A Section 1 (a) by
 
striking the words 'except as to age' in the sixth and
 
seventh lines l . "
 
Bradford Gorham
 
The mot ion was read.
 
On a division vote the motion prevailed, 61 delegates voting in 
the affirmati.ve and 0 delegates voting in the negative. 
The Committee of the Whole reco~~ended adoption of Section l(a) 
as amended, on a division vote, 59 delegates voting in the affirmative 
and 0 delegates voting in the negative. 
By unan imous c o n s e n t from the General Orders of the Day was taken: 
Proposal No . 20 - Substitute A "Te rm and Election of General Officers" 
(The Commit t ee on Ele ctions and Right to vote recommends adoption 
of the Sub s t: i t u t e Proposal.) 
On motion of Mr . Cochran, seconded by Mr . Kagan , the Committee of 
the Whole r e commended recommittal of t.he proposal t.o the Committee on 
Elections a nd Righ t t o Vote , on a voice vote .
Mr. Murray , s e c on ded by Mr. Ca nno n, moved that the Committee of 
the Whole r ise. The motion prevailed on a voice vote. 
August P . LaFrance 
Secretary 
Constitutional Convention 
